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VICTORIOUS VOLUNTEERS 

O ur volunteers have gone the ‘extra mile’ in this year’s volunteer week clocking more than 165 

miles! 

 

 Sam Nutting , from Pershore, completed a 5km walk around Evesham and raised £200 for    

Pershore Volunteer Centre on Working World’s annual sponsored walk.  Emily Foster-Phillips and  

Roland  Honeybunn cycled 80 miles from Pershore via Evesham, Welford on Avon, Broadway, Beck-

ford, Tewkesbury, Upton upon Severn, Worcester, Upton Snodsbury then back to Pershore Volunteer  

Centre. Emily and Roland completed this in 6.5 hours and raised more than £500. 

 

Tony Rowley, Chairman of Wychavon District Coun-

cil and Eric Wiles, Chairman of Pershore & District 

Volunteer Centre welcomed them back to the     

Pershore Volunteer Centre as part of the              

Volunteers’ week open day and presented them 

with commemorative certificates.  

 

Sam Nutting (left) was thrilled to raise money for 

the Volunteer Centre: “I like to help people”. As 

well as fundraising, Sam attends Working World Evesham, which is a training centre for people with a 

learning disability who need a little  extra  support 

getting into the workplace.   

 

 Emily (right) chose to help raise vital funds for 

the Volunteer Centre in recognition of the help and 

support that she has been given by the Volunteer 

Recruitment team over the last few years. “This has 

helped me to gain valuable experience and motiva-

tion to push towards my goal of achieving a sports 

degree at Worcester University.” 



 

 Roland said “I am helping to raise funds for the Volunteer Centre which provides a valuable Com-

munity Transport Service for elderly people in and around Pershore who are unable to access public 

transport.” 

 Eric expressed his gratitude: “The whole volunteer centre – trustees, clients and staff – are truly 

grateful to these volunteers for giving up their time to help us to help some of the most vulnerable     

people in our community. We thank them.” 

 Tony, also a Trustee of the Volunteer Centre, said “We need to raise £3,000/month to be able to 
provide services including Lunch Club, Community Transport and Volunteer Brokerage finding other, not-
for-profit, organisations vital volunteers to help provide their support to our community. Contributions 
like this are very much appreciated”. 

Where the Gentle Avon flows……….Our Stall Pops up 

 On Saturday, July 21, Pershore Volunteer Centre 

set up our pop-up stall- and gazebo- at the River Festi-

val. It was to be an exercise in raising awareness- we 

hope we were able to do that. We wanted to  remind 

the people of the area that the Volunteer Centre exists 

for all within our considerable catchment   area.  

 The weather was glorious and there was a good 

crowd for the event. The ice cream salespeople were 

kept busy and the attractions ranged from chainsaw 

wood carving and circus skills (not at the same time) to 

a restful “Story Tree”, where Kate kept young children 

entranced with a variety of stories, and reminded us of 

the power of the book. Our stall was disconcertingly close to the archery display but we remained  un-

scathed. We raised almost £100 with our 50/50 raffle, with one lucky young lady scooping half of the tak-

ings.  

 The main reason for the stall- apart from making sure the gazebo and stand actually worked- was 

to  recruit new volunteers- always welcome- and to this extent we were successful, with several enquir-

ies from potential drivers and others. It was very touching to receive a generous donation from an ex-

volunteer- you never really leave Pershore Volunteers. We were able to use our “Give us a hand” slogan, 

along with our huge blue hands to make our point. 

 We hope to learn from the experience- it was the first time we had taken part in this way. Big 

thanks go to those who contributed to our raffle, offered help and of course those who gave up their 

time to run the stall on the day. We are always looking for ideas to promote the Centre; if you have any 

please do not hesitate to let us know, via the newsletter or at the Centre itself. 

L—R: Jean Austen with Andy and Kate Walton 



A fter a very busy period in which she was so closely involved, we are sad to report that Carol Christ-
mas has left the Volunteer Centre, at least as an employee.  Carol has been a key figure in the       

recruitment and support of volunteers and her vibrant and cheerful personality will be missed.  Carol 
writes: 

 “After three years of working on recruitment and  helping to raise the pro-
file of the Volunteer Centre through the new  website and external media, I have 
decided to return to freelance work  and life coaching. This means that I can be 
much more flexible to fit in with the needs of a teenager facing exams, an elderly 
mother, a  house requiring maintenance and garden to tame. Husband and cat 
generally just need feeding! I am also looking forward to  resuming my  own vol-
unteering, which has been on hold. 
 It was lovely to see so many of you in my last week and at our event for Vol-
unteers on Sunday 3 June. Thank you for gifts and kind wishes but, most  espe-
cially, thank you all for your valuable contributions to the work of the Centre & 
our local community. It has been a pleasure to meet, recruit and work with so 
many committed volunteers”. 

 
 Carol, we send you our very best wishes in your new ventures and hope so much that the Husband 
and cat remain low maintenance. 

A Very Fond Farewell! 

For All You Keen Gardeners 

 We’ve received a lovely invitation from Age UK Herefordshire & Worcestershire. They have 

opened an allotment in Pershore and are looking for green-fingered enthusiasts to join. 

Perhaps you don’t have the space for your own garden but you’d love to have the oppor-

tunity to grow your own veg/flowers? Possibly you’re not sure how to start.  But one 

thing is certain, there will be plenty of advice and help. You’ll meet new people, have a 

chance of a cuppa and be able to sort out what to do with those blasted slugs! 

Go on! Have a go and also pass this news on to others and help make this delightful project GROW! 

Contact Olivia: 01905 740 950 / 0800 008 6077 or Email: allotment@ageukhw.org.uk 

Can You Help, Please? 

 You probably know that the Centre runs a very successful and popular lunch club at St Andrews 

Hall. We are now so busy that we really would like some more helpers.  Because food is served and some 

of the clients we look after are often rather frail and lacking in mobility, we do 

need to be able to offer that little bit of extra care. 

 The Lunch Club meets twice monthly on Wednesdays from 10.30am until 

1.30 pm. You should be able to work with a small but very friendly group of peo-

ple and have the knowledge and ability to carry out simple food preparation and 

be prepared to serve drinks and food as well as help in setting up and clearing 

away.  Training will be provided where needed, but essentially we are looking for someone with a good 

sense of humour who gets on well with people. 

Interested?  Then please call and see Donna at the Office or ring on 01386 554299. 



 Come and Have a Cuppa! 

Donna is currently working some Friday mornings, therefore we would like to give you the opportunity to 

pop in either for a chat or coffee and biscuits.  

You would also have the opportunity to meet with the Chairman or one of the Trustees. 

You could use this time to discuss any queries/questions you may have or to arrange a time 

to discuss any support needs you have. (If you are a car driver with us this might be an opportunity to 

bring in Insurance renewals etc.) 

If you know someone who may be interested in volunteering with us or the organisations we support 

please bring them along. 

The Drop-In will be any time between 10.30am-12.30pm on the following dates: 

Friday 10th August, Friday  24th August, Friday 7th September, Friday 21st September. 

Happy Birthday 

We send our very best wishes to those volunteers who have celebrated their birthday recently. 

Copy Deadline 

The next edition of the Newsletter will be published on Monday 8th October and the deadline for material to be included is 

Monday 1st October, but the sooner the better. All contributions gratefully received and may be emailed to: 

newsletter@pershorevolunteers.org.uk 

July 

Colin Davidson Derrick Watt  

Beryl Smout Jean Cottam   

Derek Potter Richard Plummer  

John Payne 

August 

Kate Redfern Murdo Macdonald 

Sarah Underhill Jill Clemow 

Annie Potter Gayle Richards 

Joan May  Ann Cook 

Mary Newland Ian Wood 

Steve Grainger Margaret Kearney 

Congratulations! 

Here are the recent winners of the monthly draw. 

July 

£15 Mr Andy Walton 

£10 Mr Peter Larcombe 

£5 Mrs Mary Waring Mrs B Smout 

August 

£15 Mrs M Ferris 

£10 Mrs Jennie Quinn  

£5 Mrs Fran Roebuck Mr Derek Potter 


