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Mavis, thank you very much! 

M avis James, one of our fleet of volunteer   drivers is “retiring” on 

October 23rd.  We asked Mavis to write a piece about her time 

with us: 

In 2001 when my husband retired and we moved to Pershore I vowed I 
would not get involved with anything, but would just be retired and   
enjoy life. Then a few months later I told my husband I needed to do 
more with my life than housework, knitting and doing jig saw puzzles. I 
had been very involved as a Clergy wife. My husband had 5  parishes 
and 4 churches, the parishioners called me the ‘unpaid curate’! 

I was inspired to apply as a volunteer driver because my mother used 
the Abingdon, Oxfordshire Voluntary Car Service to take her for doctors, 
hospital and social appointments. She was very grateful for this Service, 
as I was, because I lived c50 miles from her. 

I began driving for the Pershore Volunteer Service in 2002, but now the time has come for me to retire. I 
have driven many people to and from many places around the area and have enjoyed meeting people, 
knowing that they are so grateful that the Volunteer Service offer this service for them. I shall miss it very 
much and am sorry to leave, but age has caught up with me, as it does to everyone. 

I send grateful thanks to the Pershore Volunteer Centre for giving me the opportunity to drive for them. 
May they go from strength to strength and be there for me when I need a Voluntary Driver to drive me. 

 With Love and Blessings. 

 Mavis  

 

Kate Walton writes: “ Like so many of our volunteers, Mavis has been an important member of the driv-
ing team. We have appreciated her gentle personality and fierce commitment for many years, knowing 
that the welfare of our clients was her top priority. Mavis will be sorely missed, having driven many    
hundreds of miles for us,  and like all retiring volunteers, she leaves a vacancy waiting to be filled. Many 
thanks from all of us, Mavis, and I hope your retirement brings you as much joy as you gained from your 
voluntary driving. Best wishes for a long and healthy retirement”. 

 Donna, our transport suprema, adds:” Mavis has been so completely reliable, never has she cancelled 
even a single drive.  Our Transport Desk volunteers say they will miss chatting to her”. 



 

Are you a car owner? Do you have a few hours to spare – flexible times/days?  
 
We are looking for additional volunteer drivers for our social car scheme which 
provides a service for local people who cannot travel to hospital,  medical or 
other appointments. Petrol expenses are paid. 
 
Are you interestedS,or do you know someone who could be interested, then 
please drop in for a chat, we are near to the market in Pershore. 
 
Contact Information: 

Pershore and District Volunteer Centre, 1 Billing House, Pershore WR10 1EY. 

Please Can You Help? 

And while we’re talking about the Social Car Scheme… 

Sue, our finance guru, asks me to remind drivers that we are no longer able to accept bus tokens in          

payment for social drives. 

Poppy Help Needed, Please 

We all know that this November will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 

ending of the First World War and many of us will have had the opportunity to see 

the wonderful Poppy Display first shown at the Tower of London.  But the work of 

the Royal British Legion in supporting those who have served in our armed forces and 

their families continues still. 

A number of our volunteers are also Poppy Sellers at this time of year and we have 

celebrated one in a recent issue, but we have received an urgent request for help at Strensham Services.  

As you will appreciate, this is a very important centre for collections and can significantly boost local   

receipts.  Volunteers are needed each day from Saturday 27th October for two weeks.  The commitment 

can be fitted to meet your availability and free parking is offered.  If you can help, please ring Zena and 

Roger Sainsbury on 01386 556969.  Thank you. 

The next edition, for November/December, will be published on Monday 3rd      

December and the deadline for copy is Monday 26th November. Please send your 

items for the Newsletter to newsletter@pershorevolunteers.org.uk, or written   

material may be handed in to the office.  Thank you. Ed. 

Copy Deadline 

Best Wishes! 

We send our warmest wishes for a speedy and comfortable recovery from recent surgery to Annie 

Potter.  We’re looking forward to your return in the New Year. 



 

Happy Birthday 

We send our very best wishes to those volunteers who have celebrated their birthday recently. 

September 

Alun Corfield Paul Haywood  

Andrew Hollis Trevor Hunt   

Sue Jones  Pat Lightbody  

Kathryn Lowe Kate Walton 

Geena Williams 

October 

Robert Birch Margaret Ferrid 

Chris Hasely Mavis James 

Sue Jeavons Jeanette Smith 

Judith Sydney Stephen Tirebuck 

Myfanwy Weaving  

 

Congratulations! 

Here are the recent winners of the monthly draw. 

September 

£15 Mrs J. Emney 

£10 Mr P. Larcombe 

£5 Mrs M. Weaving,  Ms S Lavery 

October 

£15 Mrs G. Suckling 

£10 Mrs S. Williams  

£5 Mrs K. Tunbridge, Mrs J. Emney 


